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The Issue

West Branch, lowa is home to the Herbert Hoover National Historic Site, attracting 18,273 visitors in 2024. Visits to
that site, however, have not resulted in high levels of tourism to historic Main Street. This project aims to preserve
West Branch'’s rich history while leveraging it for community and economic vitality.
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Why This Matters

T 14 Presidential Library and Museum Sites Growth Vision Scenario
Historic Homestead:

Main Street to become
a cultural destination

$13,407: Average 2025 Certified Local for festival and events
Government (CLG) grant

Emphasizes historical
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2 or 3times more visitors to Hoover Site
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Three Deliverables

ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION FOR THE WAYFINDING PLAN FOR
CITY OF WEST BRANCH, IOWA; PROVIDING FOR THE RECOGNITION AND W E S T B RA N C H . | O WA

PROMOTION OF HISTORIC SITES AND DEFINING POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE
COMMISSION.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF WEST BRANCH

Section 1: Purpase and Intent

The purpose of this ordinance is to:
a. Promote the educational, cultural, economic and general weifare of the public through the
recognition, enhancement, and perpetuation of sites and districts of historical and cultural
significance;

o

Safeguard the City's historic, aesthetic, and cultural heritage by preserving sites and districts
of historic and cultural significance;

n

Stabilize and improve property values;

d. Foster pride in the legacy of beauty and achievernents of the past;

L

Protect and enhance the City's attractions to tourists and visitars and the support and
stimulus to business thereby provided,

Strengthen the economy of the City;

Promote the use of sites and districts of historic and cultural significance as places for the
education, pleasure, and welfare of the people of the City.

Section 2: Definitions

a. Commission. The West Branch Historic Preservation Commission, as established by this
ordinance.

k. Historic District. An area which contains a significant portion of sites including archaeclogical
sites, buildings, structures, objects andfor ather impravements which, considered as a
whale, possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
assadiation, and

w t B h I gl 1) embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction,

eS ranc L] Owa i or that represents the work of a master, or that possesses high artistic values, or

2) that represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack
individual distinction; or

2026 - . 3) s associated with events that have made significant contributions to the broad

patterns of our local, state or national history; or

4) possesses a coherent and distinctive visual character or integrity based upon
similarity of scale, design, color, setting, workmanship, materials, or combinations
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&) has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.




Histonc Preservation Plan

. Executive Summary

2. Introduction

3. History of West Branch

4. Historic Resources

5. Preservation Policies
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Peer Communities

Selection Criteria
1. Population under 10,000
2. Midwest
3. Historic Significance

1. Historic Passport: Deadwood, SD

Five Peer Communities 2. Public Art: Abilene, KS
1. Abilene, Kansas 3. Bus Tours: Winterset, IA
2. Deadwood, South Dakota 4. Qutdoor Activities: Galena, IL
3. Galena, Illinois 5. Tour Guides: Kalona, IA

4. Kalona, lowa
5. Winterset, lowa




Goal 1: Identify, Protect, and Preserve
the Integrity of West Branch’s Historic Assets

|dentify and Protect West

Branch's Historically
Significant Properties

Pursue Funding to Support s =
= )
Preservation and

Revitalization Efforts

L1271,

Build Preservation Capacity

@]\EI Among Commission
Members and City Staff
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Goal 2: Increase Public Education and
Awareness of West Branch's History and
Historic Resources

Develop and Expand Historic
Preservation Educational Programming

Improve Public Access to Historic
Preservation Information and
Documentation

!

Archive Historic Preservation Materials

and Community History Records

Develop Local Internship and Volunteer
Opportunities in Historic Preservation

WEST BRANLH TIMES.

WEET BRANCH, IOWA, THIMSIRY, NOVE!

WEST BRANCH IS PROUD

Herbert Hoover, Son of Iowa, Our Next Presndent
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Goal 3: Promote West Branch’s History to Sustain and
Strengthen Economic Vitality

Explore Opportunities to
Update West Branch's Historic}
Preservation District ’

Implement a Wayfinding Plan [Eree
to Connect the Hoover Historic”
Site and West Branch's
Historic Preservation District

Collaborate with Local
Partners to Promote West

Branch's Historic Preservation

District
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Utilizing CLG Status

e Benefits

* Training and Technical
Assistance

* Networking
* Grants

« Sample Grant Awards
* Red Oak: $15,000
* Benton County: $1,206
* Des Moines: $20,000
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Hoover Medallion Homes
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Address
120 N. Oliphant
126 W. Orange

N 5th St

N 6th St

127 N. Fifth

133 N. Fifth

137 W. Main Street
224 N. Second

301 W. Main Street
310 N. Fourth
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Wayfinding Proposal Points: Directional Signs and Awareness Maps A

club Legend

High School: Directional
Sign
Cubby Park: Awareness
Map
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Thank You! Any Questions?

“Recreation grounds and natural museums are as necessary to advancing
our civilization as are wheat fields and factories.” — Herbert Hoover

Summary
1. The Issue at Hand
2.Why Historic Assets Matter
3. Historic Preservation Plan
1. Peer Communities
2. Goals and Actions
4. Utilizing CLG Status
5. Developing a Wayfinding System
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